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Editorial 


Well done! 


This traditional expression of praise for a good 
job ts in order for the outstanding contribution of 
the Districts to the successful National Highway 
Week enjoyed during May 20-26. 


The individual Districts carried the load on the 
local level—and they bore it well. Department per- 
sonnel made more than 100 speeches, appeared on 
radio and television interviews, and assisted in 
many other ways. But it was in the preparation for 
open house (held in 23 District Offices and nu- 
merous residencies) that the Districts really outdid 
themselves. Nothing was left undone to show the 
Highway Department in its best light to the tax- 
paying public, even to the extent of preparing many 
unusual and original exhibits. The Highway De- 
partment was proud to show off its quarters to its 
neighbors, and these open houses won many new 
friends for the Department and renewed many old 
ones. 


The work done by the Districts stimulated many 
expressions of praise and confidence on the part 
of local newspapers. Typical of editorial comment 
on Highway Week are these excerpts from the 
Waco Tribune-Herald: 


“It would be proper here in Waco to give all the 
emphasis of National Highway Week . . . to the 
accomplishments of the past 40 years in the high- 
way program that has lifted the heart of Texas out 
of the mud and onto the freeways . . . but signifi- 
cant as the past history of highway progress un- 
doubtedly is, the big question and the major em- 
phasis takes the form of what's ahead for our high- 
way systems ... the citizens of Texas . . . would 
be wise and prudent to give greater support to 
those whose job it is to keep our highway system 
abreast of our needs.” 


Highway Week, important though it is, should 
serve not as an end in itself but as a springboard. 
It should provide momentum for consolidating lo- 
cal support and practicing good public relations 
for all the 51 weeks of the year in between High- 
way Weeks. 


The 1962 Highway Week is over. But the job 
goes on. 


The men watched, absorbed, as 
tiny glass beads were applied to high- 
way signs. 

The ladies marveled at the pressure 


pycnometers (resembling pressure 
cookers) and the ovens in the labora- 
tories. 

Children gazed in awe at huge 
maintenance equipment. 

They all came, they saw—and went 
away wiser in the ways of the Texas 
Highway Department. 

‘They were typical of the thousands 
of visitors at open houses held in 23 
Highway District Offices and numer- 
ous residencies during National High- 
way Week, May 20-26. The universal 
reaction of these visitors was amaze- 
ment at the scope and magnitude of 
the operations needed to keep Texas’ 
62,000-mile highway system in good 
working order. 

Yet while the open house was one 
of the most popular—and_ probably 
one of the most effective—phases of 
Highway Week, it was nevertheless 
only a spoke in the huge wheel of 
activities. 

The eyes of Texas were kept fo- 


cused on “The Road Ahead” (theme 
of Highway Week) in many ways: as 
they tuned in their radios and tele- 
vision sets, read their newspapers and 
trade journals, or got together with 
friends, 

Several million ‘Texans got a close- 
up look at ‘““The Road Ahead”’ as the 
fifteen-minute motion picture by that 
name was shown over a score of ‘Texas 
television stations. ‘The film, produced 
by the Texas Good Roads Association 
in cooperation with the Travel and 
Information Division of the Highway 
Department, dealt with Texas’ vari- 
ous highway systems and the state’s 
future road needs in the light of grow- 
ing traffic volumes. 


Highway Week, 1962 


The Open Door 


(Now that Highway Week is over, 
this full-color film will be available 
through D-16 for showing to service 
clubs, civic groups, and other organ- 
izations.) 

The Texas Highway Commission, 
along with State Highway Engineer 
D. C. Greer and Assistant State High- 
way Engineer J. C. Dingwall, made a 
total of ten speaking appearances in 
heavily populated areas of the state 
to dedicate new highways and address 
groups of civic leaders. In addition, 
personnel of the Texas Highway De- 
partment made in excess of 100 
speeches during Highway Week on 
the local level to service clubs and 
other such groups. 

Herbert C. Petry Jr., Chairman of 
the Highway Commission, spoke in 
Uvalde and Laredo (at that city’s 
dedication of an I. H. 35 segment). 
Commission member Charles F. 
Hawn was in the Tyler-Longview 
area, at Dallas for the ground-break- 
ing ceremonies for the Union Ter- 
minal underpass, and in Houston for 
a joint meeting of civic leaders, Com- 
mission member Hal Woodward 
spoke in Amarillo and Brownwood. 
State Highway Engineer D. C. Greer 
went to Hale Center for ceremonies 
involving a U. S. 87 project, and later 
to the Lufkin-Nacogdoches area for 
dedication of a U. S. 59 segment near 
the Angelina River, Assistant State 
Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall 
dedicated the connection of the Hous- 
tonsiohort Line’ and=l.H. 10, 

In traditional style, Highway Week 
was formally “proclaimed” throughout 
the length and breadth of Texas. A 
gubernatorial proclamation launched 
this age-old custom, and Texas may- 
ors and other officials followed with 
proclamations on the local level. 

Texas school children joined the 


Highway-Week observance by means 
of a state-wide essay contest spon- 
sored by the Good Roads Association. 
Open to all senior students in ‘Texas 
high schools, the subject was “What 
Better Highways Mean to my Com- 
munity.” More than 320 entries were 
received, with a total of $400 in 
scholarship prizes being awarded to 
the top three winners. Winners were 
Jeanette Zemlicka of Schulenburg 
($250 scholarship) ; Diane Lowrey of 
Waltrip High School, Houston ($100 
scholarship) ; and Mary Spencer of 
Gilmer ($50 scholarship). Miss Zem- 
licka’s essay, a Moving testimonial on 
how a Farm to Market Road affected 
her life, is reprinted elsewhere in this 
issue. 

Approximately 25 Honorable-Men- 
tion certificates were awarded to oth- 
er entrants in this contest. 

Publicity for Highway Week was 
timed to reach its peak just before 
and during May 20-26. In addition to 
local publicity generated by mayoral 
proclamations, open houses, and 
speaking engagements, Texas news- 
papers also were generous in their use 


of feature and editorial material on 
the subject of better highways. Meas- 
ured in terms of volume, newspaper 
publicity for the 1962 version of 
Highway Week was approximately 
three times the coverage obtained in 
1961. Numerous members of the Tex- 
as trade press cooperated with feature 
stories illustrated by pictures of the 


signing of the gubernatorial procla- 


mation. 

Texas radio stations donated pub- 
lic-service time for brief Highway 
Week announcements urging support 
of better highways. 

Highway Department Tourist Bu- 
reaus distributed bumper stickers to 
motorists doing extensive traveling 
during May. 

Highway Week, 1962 model, was 
basically a time for reflection rather 
than celebration. Those active in the 
good-roads movement, in choosing 
“The Road Ahead” as their theme, 
made by that choice the decision to 
place emphasis on tomorrow rather 
than today ... and to use Highway 
Week as an educational means to 
smooth out the road ahead. 


DISTRICT 1 


A citizen of Honey Grove who 
toured the District Headquarters dur- 
ing the Highway Week open house 
was so interested he brought a group 
of his home-town friends back for an- 
other tour the following week, re- 
ported District Engineer L. D. Cab- 
aniss. 

Altogether, District 1 held nine 
open houses—eight of them at county 
residencies. 

“The comments made by those who 
attended the open _ house,” said 
Cabaniss, “appeared to be quite fa- 
vorable. Numerous comments were 
heard that we had a bigger organiza- 
tion, more equipment, than they had 
supposed. Comments were also heard 
that there was a lot more work in- 
volved in the development of a high- 
way than was apparent from outside.” 


DISTRICT 2 


Highway Week in District 2 was 
highlighted by dedication ceremonies 
for five sections of highway, seven 
open houses, and a dozen speeches. 
‘The mayors of incorporated cities in 
the area issued proclamations calling 
attention to Highway Week. 

“The reactions and comments of 
the people attending the open houses 
were very favorable,” said R. A. Bossy, 
District Engineer. “Many people were 
heard to say that this type of public 
relations is good for the Department 
and should be repeated at regular 
intervals.” 

Some 800 persons attended the vari- 
ous dedication ceremonies of sections 
of Interstate Highway 35W in Fort 
Worth, Farm to Market Road 110 in 
Johnson County, Ranch to Market 
Road 2475 in Jack and Wise Coun- 
ties, Farm to Market Road 1543 in 
Parker County, and Farm to Market 
Road 2481 in Erath County. 

Almost 600 visitors went to the Dis- 
trict’s open house, and to the open 
houses held in the Residency and 
Maintenance Headquarters at Cle- 
burne, Decatur, Glen Rose, Jacksboro, 
Stephenville, and Weatherford. 

Speechmakers emphasized not only 
National Highway Week and _ high- 


way projects being dedicated, but 
also future needs of the Texas High- 
way System. 


DISTRICT 3 


Some 150 visitors—‘‘from all walks 
of life, from laborers to bank presi- 
dents’”—attended the District 3 open 
house, said L. B. Dean, District En- 
gineer. 

“We think this was very timely and 
took advantage of the fact that most 
people do not know all the operations 
the Highway Department carries on,” 
he said. “We explained a lot of the 
activities of the Department and all 
visitors were very well impressed by 
the things we do.” 

Dean said all news media in the 
District gave good coverage and pub- 
licity to the observance of National 
Highway Week. 


DISTRICT 4 


Open-house day in District 4 was 
on May 25. In addition to the Dis- 
trict Office facilities, open house was 
also observed at the Residency Offices 
in Borger, Canyon, and Dalhart—in- 
cluding the Maintenance facilities lo- 
cated on the same grounds. 

“These open houses,” said Charles 
W. Smith, District Engineer, “gave us 
a chance to show the public what our 
day-to-day activities are.” 

Hal Woodward of Coleman, mem- 
ber of the Texas Highway Commis- 
sion, drew a record crowd for his talk 
to the regular monthly meeting of the 
Amarillo Chamber of Commerce. 
Several speeches were made through- 
out District 4 by the local Resident 
Engineers at civic club meetings, 
Smith added, 


DISTRICT 5 


A visit by D. C. Greer, State High- 
way Engineer, highlighted activities 
of District 5 during National High- 
way Week. 

Greer did the honors at a ribbon 
cutting held May 22 at the South 
Overpass in Hale Center for the open- 
ing of freeway sections on U. S. 87 
in Hale Center and Abernathy. He 
also addressed a luncheon in Hale 


Center City Hall. 

The open house held May 25 was 
attended by some 300 persons, said 
O. L. Crain, District Engineer. The 
visitors were impressed “with the 
beauty of our buildings and the scope 
of our operations,” he said. 

Visitors particularly enjoyed dem- 
onstrations showing the method of 
spraying on paint and applying glass 
beads to highway signs. Distaff visi- 
tors were especially impressed with 
the pressure pycnometers resembling 
pressure cookers and the ovens in the 
laboratory. 


DISTRICT 6 


The 100 persons who attended open 
house at the District 6 Office in Odes- 


sa were “complimentary concerning 
both the facilities and the State High- 
way System,” Archie J. Sherrod, Dis- 
trict Engineer, said. 

Mayors of ten West-Texas cities 
issued proclamations calling attention 
to National Highway Week. These 
proclamations were issued in An- 
drews, Crane, Fort Stockton, Kermit, 
McCamey, Midland, Monahans, Odes- 
sa, Pecos, and Rankin. 

Newspapers in the area were co- 
operative in their coverage of the 
event, Sherrod stated. 


DISTRICT 7 


A new section of North U. S. 277 
was dedicated with ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies during National Highway 


Week, said J. A. Snell, District En- 
gineer. 

The section dedicated was located 
six miles northeast of San Angelo, and 
the ceremonies were held across the 
Santa Fe Railroad tracks at the junc- 
tion of U. S. Highways 67 and 277. 

Open house was held at the District 
Office, the Maintenance Section Ware- 
house, and the Resident Engineer's 
Office at San Angelo, Snell said. 


DISTRICT 8 


An estimated 400 persons attended 
the various open houses held in Dis- 
trict 8, said District Engineer J. C. 
Roberts. 

“Each Maintenance Warehouse and 
Resident Engineer’s Office,” he said, 


“was opened to the public . . . as well 
as the District Office, Laboratory, and 
Shops. 


“The visitors’ usual comment was 
they did not realize how big the op- 
eration was and had never dreamed 
that the many activities were neces- 
sary to build and maintain a highway 
system and that the Highway Depart- 
ment was so vitally interested in get- 
ting dollar value for dollar received.” 

Mayors of each of the incorporated 
cities in District 8 issued proclama- 
tions on National Highway Week. 
KRBC-TV in Abilene took pictures 
of the District Office, Laboratory, and 


_ Shop and televised them. 


Roberts summed up that, “without 
exception,” the supervisory employees 
who held open house in their respec- 
tive headquarters were proud to be a 
part of the celebration. 


DISTRICT 9 


Open house was one of the chief at- 
tention-getters in District 9. J. H. 
Aiken, District Engineer, said this 
event was observed in Bell, Bosque, 
Coryell, Falls, Hamilton, Hill, Lime- 


‘stone, and McLennan counties. 


Mayors in eight counties issued 
proclamations calling attention to 
National Highway Week. 

In Bell County, Thomas C. Collier, 
former District Engineer, was hon- 
ored with an appreciation luncheon. 
Speeches were made to the Belton 
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Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, the Belton Lions and the Bel- 
ton Rotarians, the Killeen Rotary 
Club, and the Ad Club in McLennan 
County. 

These various activities attracted 
some 350 persons, Aiken said. He 
summed it up this way: 

“Generally speaking, most people 
who toured the grounds and saw our 
various operations were amazed at 
what goes on behind the scenes in the 
construction and maintenance of 
highways.” 


DISTRICT 10 


Among the 49 speeches 
throughout District 10 during Nation- 
al Highway Week was one by Charles 
F. Hawn of Athens, member of the 
Texas Highway Commission; two by 
Woodrow W. Potter, District Engi- 
neer; and four by George C. Wall Jr., 
Assistant District Engineer. 


given 


Commissioner Hawn addressed the 
Longview Rotary Club. Potter’s talks 
were to joint meetings of the Kilgore 
Rotarians and Lions, and to the ‘Tyler 
Optimists Club. Wall’s speeches were 
made before civic clubs in Henderson, 
Tyler, Canton, and Edgewood. AI- 
together, some 2,000 persons heard 
the talks made by District 10 per- 
sonnel. 


In addition to Potter and Wall, 
speakers included: 

R. M. Bradford, District Construc- 
tion Engineer; L. S. Thompson, Sen- 
ior Maintenance Engineer; Billy B. 
Budd, John W. Grant, Connie F. 
Jett, and J. M. Lockridge, all Engi- 
neering Assistants II; Charles H. Rea- 
sonover, Supervising Construction 
Engineer; D. W. Hogan, Supervising 
Designing Engineer; Sidney C. Cox 
Jrin RAR. Davis WD sEarrisy RoW. 
Kutzer, Paul Lockhart, E. P. Myers, 
R. R. Renshaw, Joel E, Shaw, and 


George ‘Tarry Jr., all Senior Resident 
Engineers; James T. 
Bridge Engineer; Douglas E. Flatt, 
Senior Laboratory Engineer; and L. 
C. Carlton, Resident Engineer. 


Brown, Senior 


Open house at various installations 
throughout District 10 attracted more 
than 425 persons. “Two ribbon-cut- 
ting ceremonies were held—one in 
Jacksonville on the recently complet- 
ed U. S. 69 project covering the limits 
from Rusk Street to the north city 
limits, and the 
opening of Spur 248, a new link be- 
tween Loop 323 and the Henderson 
Highway in Smith County. 


other to mark the 


DISTRICT 11 


State Enoineer D7 +C. 
Greer spoke at a ribbon-cutting cere- 
mony on U. S. 59 north of Lufkin at 
the new bridge across the Angelina 
River. Addressing and 
Nacogdoches city and county officials, 
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chamber of commerce members, and 
other citizens, Greer said the new 
highway link marks another step in 
the four-laning of U. S. 59 from north 
of Nacogdoches to downtown Hous- 
ton. 

Other Highway Week highlights in 
District 11 were mayoral proclama- 
tions and open house, said District 
Engineer J. M. York. 

Senior Resident Engineer Frank D. 
Gallaway said each guest attending 
open house at Lufkin saw special ex- 
hibits and received copies of the Offi- 
cial Highway ‘Travel Map and Travel 
Brochure. 


DISTRICT 12 


Almost 850 visitors attended the 
dozen open houses held throughout 
District 12 during National Highway 
Week, said W. E. Carmichael, Dis- 
trict Engineer. 

Dale D. Marvel, Supervising Traf- 
fic Engineer, appeared on “World of 
Adventure,” a television show during 
the special week, and radio spot an- 
nouncements kept the “National 
Highway Week” story before the pub- 
lic. Resolutions were passed by the 
Houston Chamber of Commerce and 
the Houston Junior Chamber of 
Commerce too. 

District Engineer Carmichael made 
two talks during the week—one to the 
Houston Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce and the other to the Hemp- 
stead Chamber of Commerce. 

Open houses were held at District 
Headquarters in Houston, and at 
Texas Highway Department facili- 
ties in the following places: 


Left, Mayor W. W. McAllister signs 
a Highway Week Proclamation as 
District Engineer R. O. Lytton looks 
on. Below, Mayor Lester Palmer 
hands a signed Proclamation te 
District Engineer Ed Bluestein. 


Bellville in Austin County; Angle- 
ton in Brazoria County; Rosenberg in 
Fort Bend County; Galveston in Gal- 
veston County; Alvin, Baytown, Gen- 
oa, and Humble in Harris County; 
Bay City in Matagorda County; Con- 
roe in Montgomery County; and 
Hempstead in Waller County. 

Carmichael said a direct mailing 
invitation announcing the open 
houses to 850 persons in District 12 
accounted for the success of same in 
his District, Visitors also got a three- 
by-five card asking them to comment 
on anything they had seen. 


Perhaps a Houstonian, who filled 
out one of these cards, summed up 
open house in District 12. The visitor 
wrote: 

“Very well organized . . . tour very 
interesting.” 


DISTRICT 13 


Some 275 persons signed the guest 
register at the District 13 open house, 
said M. G. Cornelius, District En- 
gineer. 

“The most noticeable comments 
made,’ said Cornelius, “‘concerned 
various phases of highway work of 
which many were unaware. The ex- 
tent of interest was indicated by the 
number of questions asked before 
starting on their tour.” 


Guided tours were conducted 


through the warehouse, automotive 
shop, paint and carpenter shops, and 
laboratory of the District Office. 

A tally of visiting city and county 
officials showed visitors from El 
Campo, Gonzales, Hallettsville, Moul- 
ton, Shiner, Victoria, Waelder, Yoa- 
kum, and Yorktown, within a radius 
of 20 to 25 miles, and few city and 
chamber of commerce representatives 
within a 40 or 50-mile radius. 


DISTRICT 14 


Two speeches by T. K. Wood, Dis- 
trict Administrative Engineer, to Civic 
clubs in Georgetown and Manor, and 
visitors who came from far away for 
the District’s open house were among 
District 14 activities, Ed Bluestein, 
District Engineer, said. 

“We were pleased to have in at- 
tendance [at open house],” Blue- 
stein said, “delegations from such dis- 
tant parts of our District as Mason, 
Fredericksburg, Llano, Burnet, and 
many from some of the towns closer 
in. We found, for the most part, that 
our visiting citizens were interested 
in our physical plant and the work 
that we do and feel that this venture 
was most successful and believe that 
the local citizenry appreciated this op- 
portunity to view our operations.” 

On tour, the 300 visitors saw dis- 
played tools normally used in the de- 
sign and preparation of highway 
plans and typical sets of plans repre- 
senting the various types of highway 
construction plus typical schematics 
and aerial photographs. 


DISTRICT 15 
R. O. Lytton, District Engineer, ad- 


dressed the Suburban Retail Trade 
Group during National Highway 
Week in District 15. He gave the 
status of the highway program in the 
Sen Antonio Metropolitan Area and 
discussed freeway signing. 

District 15 open house meant tours 
through the District Office, Engineer- 
ing, and Laboratory buildings, and 
through the Warehouse and Shops. 
Lyiton said the visitors expressed sur- 
prise at “the varied and intricate op- 
erations involved to carry on the high- 
way program.” 

Two hundred citizens turned out 
for a public hearing held during 
Highway Week at the courthouse in 
Seguin. Proposed highway improve- 
ments in Seguin and Guadalupe 
County were outlined at the meeting. 


DISTRICT 16 


‘Twenty-four incorporated cities in 
District 16 with a daily or weekly 
newspaper issued a proclamation de- 
claring National Highway Week, T. 
O. Foster Jr., District Engineer, said. 

Foster addressed the Southside Ro- 
tary Club of Corpus Christi. The 150 
persons who attended open house 
were given an Official Highway ‘Trav- 
el Map. 

“My general impression,” Foster 
said, “is that those in attendance were 
amazed at the variety of activities 
that are conducted by the Depart- 
ment in order to keep our Highway 
System functioning properly.” 


DISTRICT 17 

Demonstrations with the automatic 
sign spray and beader were the focal 
points of interest im the» Distriet 17 


open house, said C. B. ‘Thames, Dis- 
trict Engineer. 

District 17 personnel 
speecnes were Robert H. Schleider Jr., 
Maintenance Engineer, to the College 
Station Lions Club; James O’Connell, 
Resident Engineer, to the Bryan Lions 
Club and the Bryan Rotary Club; and 
Joe G. Hanover, Assistant District 
Engineer, to the Hearne Rotary and 
Lions Clubs. 

‘Thames and Hanover were present 


who gave 


also for T'V coverage of the signing of 
a proclamation in Bryan, and made 
radio tapes that were broadcast many 
times during Highway Week. 


DISTRICT 18 


District 18’s observance of National 
Highway Week included an address 
by Charles F. Hawn of Athens, mem- 
ber of the ‘Texas Highway Commis- 
sion, at ground-breaking ceremonies 
for the Union Terminal Underpass 
Structure on Interstate Highway 20 in 
Dallas. 

Visitors to the District’s open house, 
District Engineer B. L. DeBerry said, 
numbered around 100. They were 
favorably impressed with the size and 
modern design of the physical plant 
and the number of employees working 
in the entire headquarters. “Only a 
few of the people were cognizant of 
the various operations we carry on,” 
he said. “We exhibited several scale 
models made in this office and re- 
ceived favorable 


comments about 


them from the visitors.” 


DISTRICT 19 


Open houses, speeches before serv- 
ice clubs, and television and radio in- 
terviews were part of District 19’s ob- 
servance of National Highway Week. 

G. A. Youngs, District Engineer, ad- 
dressed a Lions Club luncheon and 
appeared in a TV interview over 
KTAL-TV in Texarkana. Guy Gul- 
lion, Senior Resident Engineer, dis- 
cussed open-house activities in a ‘Tex- 
arkana radio interview. 

Rounding out the speech log were 
talks to service clubs by ‘Tom Hunt- 
er, Senior Resident Engineer at Carth- 
age; Temple B. Ingram, Senior Resi- 


dent Engineer at Gilmer; and J. H. 
Crawford, Senior Resident Engineer 
at Mount Pleasant. 

Open house was held at the Dis- 
trict Headquarters and _ Resident 
Engineer’s offices in Atlanta, and 
at the Resident Engineer and Main- 
tenance Headquarters in Marshall 
and in Gilmer. 

The public, Youngs said, showed 
particular interest in radio communi- 
cations, reproduction processes, and 
aerial photographs. Visitors acknowl- 
edged better understanding of money 
spent which “doesn’t show” in build- 
ing highways. 


DISTRICT 20 


A special appearance by Assistant 
State Highway Engineer J. C. Ding- 
wall, a quartet of other local speeches, 
and open houses at Residencies in 
Jasper and Silsbee were among the 
ways that District 20 observed Na- 
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tional Highway Week, said W. E. 
Simmons, District Engineer. 

E. D. Parmer, Assistant District En- 
gineer, talked to the West End Rotary 
Club. Lester Landgraf, Senior Resi- 
dent Engineer, Silsbee, spoke to Sils- 
bee Lions Club. A. J. Cortez, Senior 
Resident Engineer, Woodville, ar- 
ranged a program for the Woodville 
Lions Club that was presented in a 
talk by Dale Horton, Draftsman. 
Homer Smith, Senior Resident Engi- 
neer, Jasper, addressed three groups— 
Kirbyville Lions Club, Newton Lions 
Club, and Jasper Kiwanis Club. 

Charlie Campbell, Senior Resident 
Engineer, arranged for one to two- 
minute radio interviews on tape re- 
cordings concerning National High- 
way Week. 

J. G Dingwall, Assistant State 
Highway Engineer, gave the dedica- 
tory address at opening of State High- 
way 73 project near Winnie. 

Mayors of fifteen cities issued proc- 
lamations and three organizations is- 
sued resolutions about Highway 
Week. 

One Resident Engineer summed it 
up thusly: 

“In my opinion, it was worth the 
little effort that was required because 
the newspaper publicity made the 
people aware of our existence without 
giving the appearance of ‘blowing 
our own horn’!” 


DISTRICT 21 


A section of Interstate Highway 35 
within the city limits of Laredo was 


10 


dedicated during National Highway 
Week with, Herbert) G) Petry = |i, 
Chairman of the Texas Highway 
Commission, participating. 

Petry assisted at the ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies, which were followed by 
a motorcade over the new highway 
facility and a luncheon at which Petry 
was principal speaker. 

J. F. Snyder, District Engineer, 
said that open houses were held at the 
District Headquarters and at the 
Residency and Maintenance Head- 
quarters at Hebbronville, Laredo, and 
Raymondville. 

Snyder appeared on a special TV 
interview and the District Headquar- 
ters open house also got T'V cover- 
age. 


Civic clubs in the District’s area. 


heard talks by Arthur C. Volz, Senior 
Resident Engineer at Laredo; ‘Thom- 
as W. Hanna, Senior Resident Engi- 
neer at Raymondville; and James C. 
Todd, Senior Designing Engineer at 
San Benito. 


DISTRICT 22 


An address by Herbert C. Petry Jr., 
Chairman of the Highway Commis- 
sion, three open houses, and a 30-min- 
ute radio interview keynoted the spe- 
cial week in District 22. 

Petry spoke to the Uvalde Rotary 
Club, after which the audience was 
given a conducted tour of the re- 
modeled Uvalde Maintenance Ware- 
house and Equipment and Storage 
Buildings by Frank Adams, Mainte- 
nance Construction Foreman. 


Another speaker was Fred W. Clark 
Jr., Supervising Resident Engineer at 
Carrizo Springs. 

“The most significant comments at 
open houses indicated to us,” said C. 
N. Parsons, District Engineer, “that 
the general public has only a vague 
conception of what is involved in the 
construction and maintenance of its 
highways.” 

Open houses were held at the Dis- 
trict Office, the new Maintenance 
Warehouse at Rocksprings, and at the 
District Laboratory in Del Rio, where 
Radio Station KDLK conducted the 
30-minute interview. 


DISTRICT 24 


Most of the 100 persons who at- 
tended open house expressed surprise 
at the scope of Highway Department 
activities, said E. W. Mars, District 
Engineer. 

“Some good will was undoubtedly 
created by this method of advertis- 
ing,” he said. 

Visitors were conducted through 
the offices, shops, laboratory, etc., with 
District-Office personnel acting as 
guides. 

Mars said that National Highway 
Week was officially proclaimed by the 
Mayor of El Paso, and representatives 
of the press covered the event. 


DISTRICT 25 


Palmer Massey, District Engineer, 
participated in a fifteen-minute inter- 
view on Radio Station KCTX in 
Childress to call attention to Nation- 
al Highway Week. 


Massey said the mayors of Benja- 
min and Knox City issued proclama- 
tions commemorating the event, and 
the Childress daily newspaper gave 
front-page coverage to some Highway 
Week activities. 


Open house was also held at the 


‘District Office. 


“There is ample evidence,” said 
Massey, “‘that the people in this area 
are very much interested in highways 
and in the efforts of the Highway De- 
partment. It has been easy for us to 
keep people interested in our work 
continuously.” 


Jeanette Zemlicka, of Schulenburg, 
received a $250 scholarship 
for her prize-winning essay 


What 

Better Highways 
Mean 
to My 
Community 


Anybody who has ever been isolated from civil- 
ization by the mud of rural America doesn’t know 
what being an American is like until a highway 
makes him part of a town. 

When my brother started school in 1943, we 
lived in black mud. The closest school was a two- 
teacher institution two miles from our house, and 
since there were no buses (even a jeep couldn’t 
navigate that road in rainy weather), he had no 
choice but to go there. He “footed it” as people 
in my community say. 

By the time he reached high school, the state had 
built a highway past our farm, and a bus took him 
to Schulenburg High School. 

It was a drastic change. His grades fell sharply 
in competition with town students. He was shy and 
had a hard time making friends. 

| was luckier. The highway enabled me to start 
school on an equal basis with the first graders from 
town. | was one of them because the highway had 
made my family a part of the town. Instead of 
being a “hick from the sticks,” | was a suburbanite. 

This could not have been true before the high- 
way come, when isolated farm families went to town 


Governor Price Daniel congratulates essay-winner 
Jeanette Zemlicka as Mr. and Mrs. Zemlicka listen 
with pride. 


only on Saturday afternoons (weather permitting). 
They went feeling unwanted, unloved; a sort of 
necessary evil—necessary because they spent 
money, evil because they didn’t belong. 

But | was one of the lucky ones. The highway 
came out and took me to town. It took me into the 
heart of the town and into the hearts of the town- 
folk. Am | conceited in saying that? No, it’s not 
conceit; it’s a realization of what better high- 
ways mean to my community; it’s a wish | have for 
every other community in Texas isolated by mud. 
The town was waiting for me; all | had to do was 
come. But it took a highway to bring me to town— 
a highway that neither the town nor my family nor 
my neighbors could afford to build. A highway that 
would bring me to town, not just on Saturdays, but 
every day, for twelve years. 

My brother got out of the mud too late. College 
was out of the question because of his grades. | 
have the same heritage he has; the same loving, 
helpful, hopeful parents. Only the environment was 
different. He barely graduated. | am valedictorian 
of my class. 

When | enter college next fall, | won’t be leav- 
ing just a farm and a family. | will be saying good- 
bye to a town and a school and to teachers and 
friends who have been so important to my life that 
they have been my life. | was born of Czech heri- 
tage in rural America—barely American; because 
of a ten-minute bus ride, | grew up in urban Amer- 
ica—all American. And the world is before me to 
choose my future, for | have had the opportunity 
to receive a good American education. 

All because of a highway. 
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Because of the extensive coverage 
given National Highway Week by 
newspapers throughout the state, this 
month’s IN THE PUBLIC EYE 1s 
devoted to some representative clip- 


pings. 


SELF DETERMINATION 


Houston Post, in another speech story 
=~" |he: louston) distncr engineete. = 
[ Wiley E. Carmichael] urged members 
of the Houston Jaycees Tuesday to take 
an active interest in the highway de- 
partment because they and other citi- 
zens determine the type of roads that 
the city and state will have.” 


THE LIFEBLOOD 


Stephenville Empire, reporting— ‘Tex- 
as’ huge and complex highway system 
is the lifeblood of the state's economy, 
George Black, resident engineer in the 
Texas Highway Department's Stephen- 
ville office, declared ... at... the 
Stephenville Lions Club. 

"The highway 
state's -taxpayers are stockholders in 


engineer said the 


the state's highway system." 


IN TRIBUTE 


Corsicana Sun, one of numerous pa- 
pers throughout the state displaying 
proclamations issued by town mayors— 
Mayor Pro Tem H. R. Stroube, Jr., has 
issued a proclamation declaring the 
period Sunday, May 20, through Satur- 
day, May 26, as Highway Week in trib- 
ute by Corsicana to the Texas Highway 
Department for its achievements in 
building today's fine highway system in 
the face of mounting traffic problems." 
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A TIMELY DEDICATION 


Laredo Times, in reporting a speech 
typical of some 100 made by the Com- 
mission and other Departmental per- 
sonnel throughout the state during Na- 
tional Highway Week at ribbon-cutting 
ceremonies or before interested groups 
—"Herbert C. Petry Jr., the Highway 
Commission Chairman from Carrizo 
Springs, was here today to dedicate a 
new segment of Interstate Highway 35 
with ribbon-cutting 
segment dedicated was from a point ap- 


ceremonies. The 


proximately two miles north of Laredo 
to the old north city limits of Laredo. 


"Webb County,’ Petry said, ‘did not 
sit back and wait until funds were avail- 
able for a low traffic volume highway. 
Instead, Webb County stepped right in 
and stepped up moving the Interstate 
Highway 35 to construction in its county 
boundaries. 


"''This eagerness also is reflected in 
these ribbon-cutting ceremonies in which 
it is my pleasure to assist today. Al- 
though this section of Interstate High- 
way 35 will not be completed until the 
early part of next month, you have 
picked this time—and a good time it is, 
inasmuch as this is National Highway 
Week—to dedicate this segment.’ "' 


OUR BIGGEST CONCERN 


Kilgore News Herald, playing up a 
Longview Rotary Club address by 
Charles F. Hawn, Texas Highway Com- 
mission member—'''. . . With each 
passing day and month, more lives are 
being saved in Texas traffic with better 
and safer highways. 


Pt 


This saving of human lives is being 
accomplished through a steady and con- 


tinuing year-to-year program of high- 
way construction and improvement. 


We are making progress in the 
field of highway safety now—but what 
about the road ahead? Are we reaching 
a stopping point? 


The road ahead is our biggest con- 
cern during National Highway Week 


Le 
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A SOUND SYSTEM 


Amarillo Daily News, publicizing a 
speech delivered to local Chamber of 
Commerce members—''Adequate and 
modern highways are a saving to the 
taxpayer and it costs money not to 
build them. 

This philosophy and a sound system 
of finance and administration—protect- 
ed by a wide citizen support—has re- 
sulted in the best state highway system 
in the country, said a member of the 
State Highway Commission Wednes- 
day. 

"THal] Woodward, a Coleman at- 
torney, is making a statewide swing of 
civic appearances in conjunction with 


National Highway Week." 


A CLOSER LOOK 


Kilgore News Herald, pointing out 
that—''A ‘closer look’ at the highway 
construction program in East Texas—as 
it is in progress now and as it is planned 
for the future—was given by Highway 
Department District Engineer W. W. 
Potter Wednesday. 

". .. City, Chamber of Commerce 
and area officials were present for the 
speech, one of 44 being made this week 
by department personnel in the eight- 
county district." 


DECADES AND DOLLARS 
Q@uanah Tribune-Chief, declaring— 


“Quanah brags and invites citizens to 
join in tipping their hats and expressing 
a ‘well done’ to local Texas Highway 
Department employees during National 
Highway Week... 

"Decades of brainwork and sweat, 
plus a billion dollars, have gone into the 
Texas Highway System. From a humble 
beginning, the System has been built 
into the thousands of miles of gleaming 
ribbon which today inspire the motor- 
ist's prayer: ‘That the highways in 
Heaven will be as good as those in 


Texas. 


THE ONLY ANSWER 


Lubbock Avalanche-Journa!, in a 
staff-written article from Hale Center— 
“Expressway segments of U. S. High- 
way 87 through Abernathy and Hale 
Center were officially opened at cere- 
monies here Tuesday—an event appro- 
priately falling during National High- 
way Week. 

“State Highway Engineer D. C. 
Greer was speaker. He said: ‘Continued 
highway improvement and moderniza- 
tion is the only answer if we are to 
avoid economic stagnation and the ap- 
palling cost in human lives that would 
result if traffic overwhelms the capacity 
of our highways.’ "' 


EDITORIAL ENTHUSIASM 


Midland Reporter-Telegram, one of 
many papers editorializing about the 
problem of designing sate highways for 
the 64 billion miles to be driven on 
Texas highways by 1970—''What will 
that much driving do to the fine Texas 
highways—and to the accident rate? 
The answers are evident, and the results 
will be disastrous unless steps are taken 
to keep pace with the tremendous in- 
crease in travel. It is encouraging, there- 
fore, to note that the Texas Highway 
Department is going all out to meet the 
challenge." 


“SHORTLINE” OPENED 


Port Arthur News, discussing a dedi- 
cation timed to coincide with Highway 
Week observances—''Under a broiling 
sun Friday, golden scissors snipped a 


ribbon and heavy traffic switched from 
a dusty detour and fanned out along a 
spacious freeway stretching toward 
Houston. 

"The ribbon-cutting marked the for- 
mal opening of the final two-mile sec- 
tion of the Port Arthur-Houston Short- 
line, a 30-year dream of some Port Ar- 
thurans. 

Featured speaker was J. C. Dingwall, 
first assistant to Texas’ chief highway en- 
gineer, D. C. Greer." 


HIGHWAY PROUD 


Fort Bend Mirror (Stafford), saying— 
“We Texans tend to be just a mite 
bragadocious sometimes. 

"But there is one thing of which we 
can be justifiably proud, our highways. 

"Some of us are old enough to re- 
member the days when our highways 
were not in such good condition, when 
there were no farm-to-market roads, 
when there were no multilane highways. 
Some senior citizens can even remember 
when there was no Highway Depart- 
ment to construct and maintain the 
roads. 

“If we will stop, think and compare, 
we will realize how fortunate we are to 
have such a progressive program.’ 


AN ASSET 


Jasper News-Boy, saying with pride— 
“One of the Jasper area's strongest 
physical assets is the complex of high- 
ways which has been developed in re- 
€eni. years =. 4 

‘We have called complimentary at- 
tention in the past to this area's fine 
highway network and it rates public at- 
tention again, just ‘Highway 
Week’ and following a recent Highway 


after 


Department disclosure of near-future 
road construction in Jasper County. 

"... The Texas Highway Department 
is one of the most professionally man- 
aged and incorruptible in the United 
States." 


IN FOCUS 


Tyler Courier-Times, revealing—'Tex- 
as has an exceptionally good reason to 
participate heartily in a specially desig- 
nated period designed to focus public 
attention on what probably is the most 


overlooked but widely used service of 
daily life, the modern highway. 

But lest today's pride become to- 
morrow's frustration, we should realize 
that increasing travel can make today's 
highways inadequate and obsolete if 
we do not continue our expansion pro- 


gram. 
OPEN-DOOR POLICY 


Temple Telegram, typical of press 
coverage given open houses held in 
each of the Districts—''Visitors to an 
open house at the Belton unit of the 
Texas Highway Department got a first- 
hand look Friday at some of the little- 
known ‘tools’ of the road-building trade. 

“The larger and more obvious equip- 
ment—bulldozers, graders, asphalt dis- 
tributors—took a back seat during the 
orientation meeting to such behind-the- 
scene items as blueprints, planning 
sheets, numbers, testing procedures. 

“To observe National Highway Week, 
the Belton site, located on FM 436, 
opened its doors to visitors from Tem- 
ple, Belton, Killeen, and the surrounding 


communities." 
ON PEOPLE AND PROJECTS 


Waco Tribune-Herald, in introducing 
a front-page special on projects and 
personnel of the Waco area—''A nation 
that lives on wheels is paying tribute this 
week to the amazing complex of roads 
and highways that have produced an 
entirely new kind of society in the Unit- 
ed States. Today through Saturday is 
National Highway Week. 

The district office plans, supervises 
construction and maintains all state 
highways and farm roads in the eight 
Central Texas counties of McLennan, 
Bell, Coryell, Bosque, Hamilton, Falls, 
Limestone and Hill. 

Principal cities of the district have 
their own resident engineers wno serve 
to keep the huge organization of the 
sprawling Texas Highway Department 
close to the people and continually 
mindful of the motoring public's con- 
stantly changing needs and desires. Tex- 
as Highway Department maintenance 
warehouses and resident engineers’ of- 
fices are familiar and highly regarded 
sights on the Texas landscape." 
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More than a million dollars. That’s what it cost the Texas Highway 
Department last year to pick up the litter and garbage strewn along 
the highway rights of way. To be exact, the figure ran to $1.3 million, 
with sign and other vandalism of highway property jumping the total 
to $1,799,900. 


These startling figures were released recently by Maintenance 
Operations Division, D-18: Litter, $1,344,000; sign vandalism, $385,- 
900; and other vandalism, $70,000. 


Vandalism, according to the Department classification, covers such 
items as damaging and destroying signs and sign supports, marking 
on structures, and damaging roadside parks (safety rest areas). Most 
prevalent litter items are beer cans, watermelon rinds, bottles, wrap- 
pers, newspapers, pop bottles, milk cartons, and cigarette packages. 


But what sort of person is this litterbug? Everyone knows a litterbug 
is a desecrater of highways, byways, parks, picnic areas, and beaches. 


Do you know why the litterbug tosses milk cartons, paper towels, 
and used ham bones on the highway? Because he’s an uneducated, 
sloven bum? No. It’s because in “the vast and complex machinery of 
modern society he has . . . suffered a loss of identity.’’ Not only that, 
he has difficulty in “relating emotionally” to this complicated world. 


The litterbug suffers a “feeling of alienation—a sense of anonymity 
which leads the individual to ask ‘Who am I?’—and loosens the in- 
dividual’s sense of social responsibility and tends to block out his 
social conscience.” 


Thus the litterbug has been analyzed by the Institute of Motiva- 
tional Research at the request of the National Advisory Council of 
Keep America Beautiful, Inc. 


It is society and not the individual who is to blame, reports the re- 
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search group. Maybe he throws beer cans on the freeway because he 
was weaned too soon or because his mother rejected him. 


However, in the final analysis, the burden of responsibility must 
fall on the individual. He must be made conscious of his duty as a 
citizen to help keep the “front yards” of Texas clean for everyone. 


Landscape Architect Roy Rodman has studied the litter problem 
for many years. He answers scores of letters each year and speaks to 
civic clubs in their drives to help keep Texas roadsides beautiful. 
“The real litter problem,” Rodman believes, “is more or less localized 
to certain sections of highways along the more heavily traveled routes 
and the urban areas. People are more likely to throw trash from their 
cars when they travel the same route every day. Also, the roads from 
wet counties to dry counties come under a heavier bombarding of 
cans and bottles.” 


Over the years, the Highway Department has made estimates on the 
cost of removing litter from the rights of way ranging from $500 thou- 


Dumping on highway right of way is done 
primarily by local citizens and not out-of-state 
tourists. Many clubs and organizations are un- 
dertaking year-round programs to educate mo- 
torists to keep highways litter-free. 


sand to $1 million. It wasn’t until last 
year that Maintenance Operations 
conducted a study to get a closer look 
at the actual cost of picking up trash. 
And they found that costs were tre- 
mendously higher than previously 
estimated. 

The Division found that highway 
littering and vandalism accounted for 
3.72 per cent of their budget. With 
the money spent on picking up trash 
and repairing damaged property the 
Department could have built 72 miles 
of farm roads or 24 miles of two-lane 


primary highways. 

There is every indication the cost 
of such work will increase to even 
greater proportions in the next ten 
years. 

Every year the population grows 
larger, the beckoning highway  sys- 
tem longer, the work week shorter. 
The chances for outdoor recreation 
are better. All these features not only 
increase the amount of litter that will 
be deposited along the roads, but will 
mean an increase in the cost to re- 
move the trash. 
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At the present time well-traveled 
federal and state highways are cleaned 
about three or four times a year, farm 
to market roads once or twice a year. 
Freeways in the urban areas require 
much more mowing and cleaning. De- 
partment study shows where people 
travel the same route every day the 
tendency is to litter more because, 
unfortunately, the worst offenders are 
our local citizens—and not tourists. 


Maintenance Operations engineers 
are constantly seeking new methods 
or machines that will help to remove 


the mess from our highways, but so 
far the only satisfactory method has 
proved to be the man with the stick. 

Travel and Information Division, 
D-16, conducts a year-round mass 
media program to educate the public 
to the unsightly and dangerous litter 
problem. The Division provides the 
following services: 

© Produces four seasonal press re- 
leases on a state-wide basis pointing 
out the dangers and cost of littering 
and outlining steps to help curb the 
littering habit. 


See 


This stripped auto is only one kind of litter that highway maintenance 
crews clear from the roadsides each year. Litter removal costs last year 


ran to more than $1.3 million. 


Maintenance Operations Division, 
D-18, spent $385,900 last year to 
replace twisted, broken signs and 
sign supports. 


@ Mails out monthly radio spot 
announcements to all stations which 
urge Texas motorists to use proper 
recepiacles in disposing of travel 
trash, and also mails radio spots cau- 
tioning against vandalism of signs 
and other highway property. 

® Produces four seasonal television 
spot announcements urging Texans 
to keep rest areas (roadside parks) 
clean, to stow travel trash, and to pro- 
tect highway signs. 

®@ Prepares and distributes anti- 
litter material for civic and social or- 
ganizations and answers mail concern- 
ing litter. 


Many concerned citizens and high- 
way engineers feel that an education 
program and strict law enforcement 
of the antilitter law are necessary t9 
stop the litterbug. Strict law enforce- 
ment helps to some extent, but it is 
almost impossible to stop littering by 
patrolling “heavy-litter’’ areas. The 
trend, and some feel the only solu- 
tion to the problem, is toward educa- 
tion of the public through mass me- 
dia and programs sponsored by clubs 
and other organizations. 
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In 1960, President Eisenhower and Mexico's President Lopez Ma- 
teos signed a joint declaration for construction of Amistad Dam. 


HIGHWAY RELOCATIONS 
IN AMISTAD RESERVOIR 


G. P. Brown, Supervising Resident Engineer 


The proposed Amistad Dam, to be 
located on the Rio Grande, is ap- 
proximately twelve miles upstream 
from Del Rio, Val Verde County, 
Texas, and one mile below the mouth 
of Devils River. 

Construction of this dam is in ac- 
cordance with the 1944 Treaty be- 
tween the United States and Mexico 
and is to provide, in conjunction with 
Falcon Dam which was completed in 
1953, 


conservation regulation and 
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District 22 


flood control on the Rio Grande. The 
reservoir will cover approximately 
89,500 acres in West ‘Texas and in 
the States of Chihuahua and Coahui- 
la in Mexico. This is less than the 
114,000 acres covered by Falcon Lake 
at maximum capacity, but the storage 
capacity of Amistad Reservoir will be 
some 5,700,000 acre-feet as compared 
with the maximum of 4,085,000 acre- 
feet in Falcon Lake. Also, Amistad 
Dam will be 100 feet higher than 


Falcon Dam and will be 34,100 feet 
in length—7,900 feet longer than 
Falcon Dam. 

On October 25, 1960, President 
Eisenhower flew to Laughlin Air 
Force Base at Del Rio and proceeded 
by motorcade to Ciudad Acuna, Mex- 
ico, across the Rio Grande from Del 
Rio, where he met Adolpho Lopez 
Mateos, President of Mexico. At this 
meeting a joint declaration for con- 
struction of Amistad Dam was signed 
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by both Presidents. 

The Amistad Dam will consist of 
earth embankment and a concrete sec- 
tion located in the existing channel 
of the Rio Grande. Some two miles 
of the dam will be in the United 
States and four and a half miles in 
Mexico. The crest of the dam will be 
about 254 feet above the bed of the 
river. The dam will be provided with 
a paved highway 26 feet wide for 
future International crossing. The 
cost of the dam is estimated at ap- 
proximately $79,500,000. 

At the request of the International 
Boundary and Water Commission, 
the Highway Department constructed 
the Access Road to the proposed Am- 
istad Dam at a cost of around 
$450,000. The IB&WC paid the en- 
tire cost. A portion of this Access 
Road will eventually become part of 
the relocated U. S. Highway 90. This 
road crosses over the proposed relo- 
cation of the Southern Pacific Rail- 
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The Access Road to Amistad Dam overpasses the proposed relocation of 
SP Railroad. The overpass was constructed by the Highway Department 


for IB&WC. 


road now under construction. Offices 
and a warehouse are now under con- 
struction for the IB&WC at the end 
of the Access Road. 

There are two Federal Aid High- 
wayss U.S. 90 and U.S. 277, in: the 
reservoir area that will have to be 
relocated. U. S. 90 is the main high- 
way from San Antonio to Del Rio 
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and from Del Rio to El Paso. U. S. 
277 is the main highway from San 
Angelo to Del Rio. 

After field studies, two routes were 
selected for the relocation of these 
highways. They are indicated on the 
map as Routes 1 and 2. A_ bro- 
chure was prepared with the cost 
studies of the two routes and dis- 


GENERAL LAYOUT 
ROUTES | &2 
TOTAL LENGTHS 


Route | A-B 187 Miles 
Route 2 A-B- 188 Miles 


Scole: |"= 1/2 Mile 
SHEET 6 
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by test borings. This cave is in the side of the existing railroad cut near 
centerline of the proposed highway relocation. 


tributed to interested persons and or- 
ganizations. A public hearing was 
conducted in Del Rio for considera- 
tion of the two routes, with over- 
whelming support for Route 1. Route 
1 crosses a narrow neck of the reser- 
voir adjacent to the proposed rail- 
road crossing now under construction 
and near the proposed dam. The con- 
sensus of opinion at the public hear- 
ing was that Route 1 would be a 
tourist attraction due to the proxim- 
ity of the dam and entrance to Old 
Mexico. The transcript of the public 
hearing was forwarded to the High- 
way Commission, and after careful 
study, the Commission approved 
Route | and entered into a contract 
with the International Boundary and 
Water Commission for the construc- 
tion. There will be relocations of 
both US 0 randsUasS 274. 

The relocation of U. S. 90 will re- 
quire a bridge over Devils River, and 
U. S. 277, a bridge over San Pedro 
Creek. Total cost of these highway 
relocations is estimated to be $7.3 mil- 
lion, with $6.2 million on U. S. 90 
and $1.1 million on U. S. 277. The 


proposed Devils River bridge is 
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5,460 feet in length, with 40 bents 
and maximum height of 225 feet. ‘The 
San Pedro Creek bridge is proposed 
as twenty-eight 70-foot prestressed 
concrete spans and maximum height 
of 90 feet. The Devils River bridge 
is estimated to cost $4 million. 

The Railroad Relocation is sched- 
uled for completion in April 1963. 
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In other spots, a bulldozer had to 
be used to lower the core drill to 
the site and in others to pull it up 
steep inclines. 


The scheduled letting date of the 
Amistad Dam is July 1963 and com- 
pletion date is July 1967. The com- 
pletion date for the PS & E for the 
highway relocations is September 
1962. According to the contract with 
the IB&WC, we will have 720 cal- 
endar days in which to complete all 
the highway construction. By April 


Extremely rough terrain makes core-drilling operations hazardous. 


In some spots, a road was blasted 
out of sheer rock cliffs to accom- 
modate the core drill. 


1964, there will be restrictions in the 
Rio Grande which could cause flood- 
ing on the present crossing of U. S. 
90 at Devils River and for that rea- 
son the construction of the new Dev- 
ils River bridge must be expedited. 
The alignment and levels for the 
Devils River crossing have been com- 
pleted and present work in progress 
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PROPOSED 
DEVILS RIVER BRIDGE 
ACROSS AMISTAD RESERVOIR 


is core drilling for the foundations of 
bents. This is extremely rough ter- 
rain and to make test borings at de- 
sired locations presented a very se- 
rious problem, The maintenance de- 
partment furnished a__ bulldozer, 
trucks, front-end loader, maintainer, 
and air compressor to prepare sites 
for core drills. There are three High- 


way Department core drills now in 
operation. All of this area is lme- 
stone rock and in several instances 
a road was blasted out of sheer rock 
cliffs to accommodate the core drill. 
The bulldozer was also used to lower 
the core drill to the site and some- 
times the bulldozer pulled the core 
drill up steep inclines. There were 
some cases where the water truck 
with the core drill could not be lo- 
cated with the drilling equipment 
and air was piped to the drill, and 
air was used for drilling rather than 
water. As all of this area is hard 
limestone rock, our chief concern 
was underground caves and solution 
channels. 

The Amistad Reservoir area is ex- 
pected to develop into a general rec- 
reational resort area, drawing visitors 
from local, regional, and distant lo- 
calities. The excellent climatic con- 
ditions will be a significant factor in 
drawing visitors to the area. Approxi- 
mately 1,600,000 people are estimated 
to live within a 200-mile radius, with 
San Antonio the largest city. ‘These 
proposed highway improvements will 
also be a drawing card for tourists. 
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1932-1962 


Thirtieth Anniversary 
of District 21 


The year was 1932, Ross S. Sterling, 
55-year-old former Chairman of the 
Highway Commission, was Governor 
of Texas. Herbert Hoover was end- 
ing his term of office as President of 
the United States, and the nation was 
in the grip of an economic decline 
following the stock market crash of 
1929. 

The Highway Commission had re- 
divided the State of Texas from 18 to 
25 Divisions. Division 21, formed 
from Division 16, began its opera- 
tions on April 1, 1932. The Division 
was comprised of ten counties: Brooks, 
Cameron, Duval, Hidalgo, Jim Hogg, 
Kenedy, Starr, Webb, Willacy, and 
Zapata. 

The first headquarters of Division 
21 was in the offices over the Bank 
Building in Pharr. The same build- 
ing now houses Hale Hardware. J. 
W. “Pa” Puckett was Division Engi- 
neer and served in that capacity for 
sixteen years until his retirement on 
February 29, 1948. Mr. Puckett had 
been instrumental in the organization 
of the Texas Highway Department in 
1917.°Upon his death on September 
21, 1952, at the age of 72, the Texas 
Society of Professional Engineers 
stated the following: “J. W. Puckett 
had created good will and friendli- 
ness towards the Highway Depart- 
ment by his conduct and his ability 
as an engineer and had endeared him- 
self to the citizenship of his com- 
munity and to his fellow engineers.” 

Construction of a Division Office at 
Pharr, Project M-21-C, was begun on 
January 2, 1933. The contract was 
awarded to R. W. Briggs and Com- 
pany and the building was completed 
on April 29, 1933. The total amount 
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charged to this project, as noted on a 
special job report; $8,237 for contract 
work, $583.84 for State Engineering 
and Contingencies, with a total ex- 
penditure of $8,820.84. 

On June 18, 1932, a personnel re- 
port listed the following employees. 
The names of personnel still em- 
ployed in District 21, 1962, and the 
Section they worked with, 1932, are 
listed. Section Heads and Engineers 
are also listed. 


Office Personnel ... Pharr 


J. W. Puckett, Division Engineer, 
Retired February 29, 1948 

J. F. Snyder, Project Engineer 

L. McKenzie, Warehouse Super- 
intendent 

L. L. Lewis, Bookkeeper, Retired 
January 31, 1955 

H. L. Teer, Warehouseman 

Charles H. Frank, Division Me- 
chanic 

Mildred Jones, Stenographer 

Loma Kelley, Typist 


Brooks, Duval, and Jim Hogg Coun- 
ties... Falfurrias ...23 employees 
Robert E. Johnston, 


Foreman 
R. A. McMullen and Joe Costley 


Section 


Cameron and Willacy Counties... 
San Benito ...21 employees 
J. B. Poteet, Section Foreman 
W. O. Washington, Resident En- 
gineer 
D. M. Carter 


Hidalgo County ... McAllen... 
25 employees 
E. W. Pile, Section Foreman, Re- 
tired January 22, 1954 
Clyde Salter, A. L. Wood, GA: 
Deal, and H. O. Robinson 


Kenedy County ... None 


Starr and Zapata Counties ... Rio 
Grande City ... 14 employees 


Tracey Haliburton, Section Fore- 
man 
Juan Alvarez, 


Filemon Garza, 


Original building, 1933. 


Antioco Espinoza, and Manuel 
J. Gonzales 


Webb County ... Laredo... 27 
employees 


Charles Alexander, Section Fore- 
man, Retired July 31, 1961 
Fred M. Percival, Resident En- 
gineer 

Luis Quintanilla, Rodman 

Cae be Russell: Apolinar Soto, 
Joaquin Chavaries — Retired, 
and Refugio Guerra—Retired 


Many Engineering personnel rec- 
ords were on file in Austin in 1932 
and a complete list of Engineering 
personnel at this time could not be 
verified. District 21’s complete person- 
nel recording did not become effec- 
tive until 1937. Engineers who began 
their service with District 21 in 1932 
and their present status are: 


S. R. Busby, Assistant District 
Engineer 
Hidalgo County 

George A. Houston, 
County Engineer 
December 31, 1955 

Miettiveans DakernsEneineers Vas 
a rodman in Hidalgo County 

John C. Herrera, Engineer IV 

.. a rodman in Webb County 

James O. McKenzie, Engineer 
Aide IV . . . Paving Inspector 
in 1932 

WJ Apperson, Retired” June 
30, 1957 ... Instrumentman 
in Webb County 

“Insufficient work,” “Decrease in 

work,” or “Job Completed,’ were 
some of the reasons given on person- 
nel dropped from employment in 
1932. In 1962 the Highway Depart- 
ment payroll, District 21, carries an 
average of 572 employees with ap- 
proximately 68 more added during 
the summer months. 

@® On March 12, 1932, reorganiza- 
tion letters were sent out authorizing 
what employees should be employed 
in each Division. A position of As- 
sistant Division Engineer was not set 


a rodman in 


Cameron 
retired 


up because in some Divisions the 
work did not justify such an em- 
ployee. 


@ Payrolls in 1932 were being 


Accounting Department, 1938. 


closed on the first and the fifteenth as 
they are today. 
® Employees badges were worn by 


all employees on the jobs. ‘This was 
proof to inspecting auditors that all 


workers were bona fide employees of 
the Texas Highway Department. 

@ In August 1931, a letter was re- 
ceived giving authority to inscribe 
all state vehicles with State equipment 
numbers on each car or truck. If a 
driver was found to be driving a 
state-owned vehicle without this in- 
scription, he could be fined not less 
than $25 nor more than $100. 


@\ In 1931) only “Texas* citizens 
could be employed because of the 
“present employment situation.” 

® In 1931 mules were used and 
were worked a nine-hour day at 28 
cent per hour. 

@ In August 1932 a Monthly Main- 
tenance and Personnel Report listed 
244 employees with a total of 
$12,621.15. On the January 1-31, 1962, 
Salary and Labor Payroll, 572 em- 
ployees were listed with a total of 
$156,330.56. 

@ Equipment expense on Ware- 
house Stock on April 30, 1932, was 
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$1,646.94. Equipment expense on 
Warehouse Stock on February 1962 
was $14,457.90. 

® Dated March 15, 1932, mileage 
maintained miles were 470.34. Dated 
March 14, 1962, mileage maintained 
miles were 2,223.66. 

® Eighty-four pieces of major 
equipment were listed in 1932. ‘To- 
day, 1962, we have 427 pleces of ma- 
jor equipment. 

® Equipment Rental Payrolls were 
kept in Austin with tabulations sent 
out to the Divisions each month. 
Equipment Rental reports were sent 
back to Austin and received by them 
one to two months later. Our Equip- 
ment Rental Payroll for February 
1962 was $36,015.61, with any errors 
teletyped back to us. 

® On January 4, 1932, S. H. 4 from 
Laredo to Brownsville was changed to 
WEs28s: 

® In 1933 the Common Laborer 
was paid 30 to 35 cents an hour. 
Truck drivers were paid about 40 
cents an hour, with team drivers 
drawing between 60 and 80 cents. 
Today, the hourly man is paid from 
$1 to $2.05 per hour. 

® Workers in the Blacksmith Shop 
in 1933 furnished their own tools. On 
Traffic Census of different vehicles 
passing a designated spot that year, 
there was a column for “Horse Drawn 
Vehicles.” 

No programs, as we know them, 
were set up for Construction in ’32. 
Whenever construction was needed, 
attempts were made to get money for 
the project. When the money gave 


out, the project was left until more 
financing could be secured. Today, 
four programs a year are set up with 
money being appropriated before con- 
struction ever begins. 

On September 12, 1933, a hurricane 
hit the Valley area. The District ware- 
house was of corrugated asbestos con- 
struction and the ridge pole of this 
building was blown off. Some damage 
was also done to the drafting room 
walls during the hurricane by water 
seepage. Storm damage done to the 
Valley as repaired by the Department 
was .. . Labor—$1,580.92, Material 
—$250, and Equipment Rental—$250. 

Landscaping highways was begun in 
1933 to cut down the “monotony of 
touring.” Planting was done in a 
scientific manner in order to plant 


1951 
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Drafting room, 1938. 
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native flowers and trees of each Di- 
vision. The planting of palm trees 
was stressed and the eradication of 
“grandaddy graybeard” was desired. 
This vine covered fences and anything 
it came in touch with. Signs were 
erected in 1934 by the Department 
depicting “Spring Water 300 Feet 
Ahead,” for the convenience of the 
traveling public. Athel, cenizo, and 
Spanish dagger were planted behind 
all sign posts. As of January 1, 1934, 
a total of 4,405 trees and shrubs were 
planted in District 21, and the preser- 
vation by trimming and care was 
counted at 6,000 shrubs and trees. 

On. June 19, 1934, a: letters tom 
Austin stated, “We have been making 
every possible effort to have all pay- 
rolls reach you within 15 days after 
the close of the period. The comp- 
troller is making every effort to write 
the warrants promptly. We hope this 
explanation will eliminate unneces- 
sary inquiries from Division offices 
where payrolls may be a few days 
overdue.” In 1962, as in ’34, em- 
ployees still ask, “Where are the 
checks?” 

In 1934, District 21 had two main- 
tainer men, each earning 50 cents an 
hour. One maintained a 33-mile 
stretch of dirt road and the other 
maintained an oiled road for 30 miles. 
The District yard was taken care of 
for 25 cents an hour. The amount 
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paid was greater than the average 
over the State. 


The nearest Western Union Office 
was in McAllen. In February 1934, 
a supply of telegram forms were sent 
to all Division Engineers “to promote 
a system of more efficient and eco- 
nomical communication between the 
Austin and Division Offices.” ‘Today 
at our fingertips, we have the tele- 
type, telephone, mail service, and 
the telegram. 

In April of 1934, Division 21 had 
two transits and two levels and had 
under contract 83 miles of construc- 
tion projects. Twenty-one was advised 
at that time to borrow these tools 
from other Divisions when needed so 
as not to build up an enormous in- 
vestment in instruments. 

Water was kept in ten-gallon kegs 
for road workers. In order to keep it 
cold, wet burlap bags were wrapped 
around the kegs. Tents were used in 
Starr and Zapata Counties for grader- 
crew forces to camp out sometimes 
three nights a week. In 1934 for con- 
struction work there was one station 
wagon and three pickups at District 
Headquarters. A Chevrolet two-door 
sedan had been secured in 1933 for 
the use of the Division Engineer. 

On July 3, 1935, a plan was adopt- 
ed by Austin to transmit road condi- 
tion information to all Divisions. 
Telegrams were used for this service. 
This practice is still being used with 
teletypes transmitting the informa- 
tion to all Districts to help the trav- 
eling public. 

On March 9, 1939, the construction 
of the north and south wings, Proj- 
ect M 21-13, was begun. The contract 
was held by M. R. Nelson & Com- 
pany, Inc., and the additions were 
completed May 25, 1939. The total 
contract amount was $9,213.45 with 
$1,301.34 for plans and engineering 
by State Forces. The total expendi- 
ture was $10,514.79. 

The construction of the west addi- 
tion, Project M-21-H4, was begun De- 
cember 20, 1950, with the contract be- 
ing awarded to B & L Construction 
Company of San Juan. This wing was 


Proposed District Headquarters. 


completed August 20, 1951. The con- 
tract amount was $37,099.26, architect 
fees $2,261.16, with a total expendi- 
ture of $39,360.42. 

No record of the opening of the 
District Coffee Shop is noted in the 
files, as a single unit. It is established 
that the building now used by the 
Hidalgo County Resident, Jean Wag- 
ener, was completed April 1948, and 
the coffee shop opened at that ap- 
proximate time. 

The first ROW building was 
brought here on April 18, 1958, with 
the second building being moved here 
from Falfurrias on December 17, 
1959: 

The Legislative Sessions set up a 
Retirement Plan for State Employees 
which became effective in 1947. Mili- 
tary leave for State Employees was 
granted in 1949. Department em- 
ployees became covered by Social Se- 
curity in September of 1955. Longev- 
ity for hourly employees became ef- 
fective September 1961. 

In 1953, W. J. Apperson was com- 
mended by the Highway Commission, 
in their words, “For the outstanding 
contribution which you made to our 
public relations in handling the re- 
location and construction of U. S. 83 
around the Falcon Reservoir. It was 
through your tactful and tireless liai- 
son between the property owners and 
the agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment that a satisfactory settlement 
was reached.” 

District 21 has been served by only 
two District Engineers since its be- 


ginning in 1932. Upon Mr. Puckett’s 
retirement in 1948, J. F. Snyder as- 
sumed the duties of District Engineer 
on March 1, 1948. Mr. Snyder had 
come to District 2] in 1932 at the re- 
quest of Mr. Puckett to fill the job of 
Planning Engineer and had served as 
Assistant District Engineer since De- 
cembers 15) 1.9335) except, forea period 
of military service during World War 
IL. 

Freeways, expressways, highways 
constructed and maintained, roadside 
parks, travel information, personnel 
increases, retirements, building addi- 
tions, employee benefits have come to 
District 21 through 30 years of growth 
and betterment and now . . 

mir ome thes deska of [75 I. conyder, 

District Engineer, District 21” 
“At the letting held in Austin on 
March 15, bids were received on the 
construction of a new District Office 
building in Pharr. Six bids were re- 
ceived and W. D. Ferguson & Sons of 
Brownsville was the low bidder. It is 
expected that a contract will be signed 
and work will get under way in the 
near future. Both the office building 
and the shop and warehouse build- 
ing have been enlarged twice since 
the original buildings of the present 
headquarters were constructed in 
1933. Again we have completely out- 
grown the buildings. Since the acre- 
age at the existing headquarters is 
too small for further expansion, it 
was decided by the Highway Com- 
mission that we must move to a new 
location and start over again. 


Sign 
protection 


Harry S. Wallace, Maintenance Construction Superintendent 
District 6 


A new innovation in District 6 

is the use of paper sacks to 

| protect new signs. The sacks, of 
| heavy anvil craft paper in 25 
inch by 25 inch or 19 by 19 inch 
size, cover the signs from the 

| time they leave the District Sign 
| Shop until they are 
installed. Average cost is 77/4 
cents, and the sacks can be 
used two to four times—making 
them much more economical 
than the previous method of 
wrapping the signs in paper. 
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“Te aud “from Our Readers 


@ Inthe May issue of TEXAS HIGH- 
WAYS, the name of T. D. McKee, 
Senior Resident Engineer in  Dis- 
trict 14, was inadvertently omitted 
from his Short Course speech on 
“Modern ‘Tools Available to the 
Fngineer.« 


® Word from C. J. Keese reveals that 
the thirty-seventh Annual Highway 
Short Course has been scheduled for 
December 3-5, 1963, with the District 
Engineers Meeting on December 2. 


@ After receiving a map card to mail 
a new map to Pakistani Camel Driv- 
er Bashir Ahmed Sarban, D-16 was 


not at all surprised to receive map 
cards for Lt. Commander Marion 
Scott Carpenter at Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, and Dr. Marion Scott Car- 
penter, Palmer Lake, Colorado. 


@ I was very pleased to see the two 
excellent Civil Defense articles in the 
May 1962 issue of TEXAS HIGH- 
WAYS. 

“The Department’s Role in Emer- 
gency Programs” clearly describes the 
Civil Defense planning and opera- 
tional responsibilities of your De- 
partment, and “A Chance for Sur- 
vival” is a good, positive statement 
on the National Shelter Program. 

The entire issue is most attractive 
and is certainly appropriately dedi- 
cated to our observance of Highway 
Week in Texas. 

All of us take great pride in our 
State’s highway system and the out- 
standing work of your Department. 


James H. Garner 

State Coordinator 
Division of Defense and 
Disaster Relief 


" 
OLD SIXTY-TWO MUST REALLY BE BLEEDING THIS AFTERNOON,.. 
--\ SEE THE BOYS ARE TAKING BUCKETS OUT THERE INSTEAD 


OF GRAVEL 9 
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About Our Pictures... 


East and West ‘Texas commingle 
in this month’s cover picture. State 
Highway 71, near Bastrop, threads 
together briefly the rocky outcrop of 
West Texas with the pines of East 
Texas. 


Inside the front cover, a graceful 
bridge spans the Trinity River on 


State Highway 10 east of Houston. 


A section of Interstate Highway 10 
in Guadalupe County near the Bexar 
County line is shown inside the back 
cover. This section of highway last 
year was named one of the fifteen 
most scenic highways in America in 


Parade magazine. 


TEXAS HIGHWAY COMMISSION 


HERBERT C. PETRY JR. Chairman 
CHARLES F. HAWN Member 
HAL WOODWARD Member 


D. C. GREER State Highway Engineer 


Texas Highways 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS, official journal 
of the Texas Highway Department, is 
published in the interest of highway 
development in Texas and for depart- 
mental education in the improvement 
of construction, maintenance, and op- 
eration. 


TEXAS HIGHWAYS is available to 
the general public on a subscription ba- 
sis at $3.50 annually, or it can be pur- 
chased for 35 cents a copy. Subscrip- 
tions, inquiries, material, or manuscripts 
should be directed to the Editorial Of- 
fice, Travel and Information Division, 
Texas Highway Department, Austin 14, 
Texas. 
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